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Companion Modelling for Integrated Water Management Issues 
 
Olivier Barreteau is a French scientist working on Companion Modelling for 
integrated water management issues.  
 
Olivier started his carrier in hydrology and engineering (MSc in hydrology). His PhD 
theses investigated coordination patterns of farmers in Senegalese irrigated systems, 
using Agent Based Simulations, and was done within Cirad’s GREEN 
interdisciplinary team. With François Bousquet and others, the team introduced 
Companion Modelling technique, Role Playing Games that improve the 
communication with stakeholders.  
 
Since 1999, Olivier has worked at Cemagref, French Research Institute of 
Environmental and Agricultural Engineering. His main area of interest is complex 
system modelling and dialogue support for water management issues. Since 2005, 
he is in charge of Cemagref’s team for water governance and tools to facilitate 
governance. 
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